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Ourtransitionfrombarbarismtociviliza-
tioncanbeattributedtothealphabet.Those
greatprehistoricdiscoveriesandinven-
tionssuchasthemakingofafire, theuse
oftools, thewheelandtheaxle, andeven
ourmodernmarvellousapplicationsof
steamandelectricitypale into insignifi-
cancewhencomparedwiththepowerofthe
alphabet.Simpleas itnowappearsafterthe
accustomeduseofages, it canbeaccounted
notonlythemostdifficult,butalsothe
mostfruitfulofall theachievementsof
thehumanintellect.Manlivedby

“bread alone” and
without the alpha-
bet untold ages,
and with a practical
alphabetic system
not more than 3,000
years. So important
and wonderful was
this step deemed by
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