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44th President 
Barack Obama was born at the Kapi’olani Medical Center for Women & 
Children in Honolulu, Hawaii, United States, to Stanley Ann Dunham, a 
European American from Wichita, Kansas, and Barack Obama, Sr., a Luo 
from Nyang’oma Kogelo, Nyanza Province, Kenya. Obama’s parents met in 
1960 in a Russian language class at the University of Hawaii at Mānoa, 
where his father was a foreign student on scholarship.The couple married on 
February 2, 1961. Obama’s parents separated when Obama was two years 
old, and they divorced in 1964. Obama’s father returned to Kenya and saw 
his son only once more before dying in an automobile accident in 1982.

After her divorce, Dunham married Indonesian student Lolo Soetoro, who 
was attending college in Hawaii. When Soeharto, a military leader in 
Soetoro’s home country, came to power in 1967, all students studying 
abroad were recalled and the family moved to Indonesia. There Obama 
attended local schools in Jakarta, such as Besuki Public School 
and St. Francis of Assisi School, until he was ten years old.

He then returned to Honolulu to live with his maternal grandparents, 
Madelyn and Stanley Armour Dunham, while attending Punahou School 
from the fi fth grade in 1971 until his graduation from high school 
in 1979. Obama’s mother returned to Hawaii in 1972 for fi ve years, 
and then in 1977 went back to Indonesia, where she worked as an 
anthropological fi eld worker. She stayed there most of the rest of her 
life, returning to Hawaii in 1994. She died of ovarian cancer in 1995.

Right-to-left: Barack Obama and half-sister Maya Soetoro-Ng, with their 
mother Ann Dunham and grandfather Stanley Dunham, in Hawaii (early 1970s).

Of his early childhood, Obama has recalled, “That my father looked 
nothing like the people around me — that he was black as pitch, my 
mother white as milk — barely registered in my mind.”In his 1995 memoir, 
he described his struggles as a young adult to reconcile social perceptions 
of his multiracial heritage. He wrote that he used alcohol, marijuana 
and cocaine during his teenage years to “push questions of who I was 
out of my mind.”At the 2008 Civil Forum on the Presidency, Obama 
identifi ed his high-school drug use as his “greatest moral failure.”

Barack Obama, Wikipedia Febuary 9th 2009
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama
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“44th President” is based on the handwriting of President Barack Obama. A 
variety of sources were studied and the font produced from those references. 
Barack Obama is the 8th left-handed American president. His left-handed 
stroke is quite obvious. As seen in recent legislation signing ceremonies, 
President Obama uses the ”hooked” style of left-handed writing where 
the paper is held horizontally and the pen is “pulled” diagonally over the 
writing surface, and his signature is bold and elegant. The script fl ows 
swiftly with a clear and fl uid motion, and includes Central European, 
Baltic, Romanian and Western European character sets. This OpenType font 
can be used on Macintosh and PCs in all word processing programs. 
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