
CaravanCaravan

Caravans have served both as a significant 
cultural icon and symbol of the nomadic Gypsy 
people. Until the early 19th century, caravans 
served primarily as a means of transportation 
and not as a domicile. 
At the beginning of the 19th century, more Gypsy 
people began to live in their caravans instead of 
sleeping in tents. 
The caravan offered greater protection from 
weather conditions and could be outfitted with 
modern amenities such as wood burning stoves. 
Often, caravans were commissioned to be built at 
the request of newlywed couples and their 
families. The small-scale, pre-industrial methods 
of the builders and the labor-intensive nature of 
the building process meant that a family's 
caravan could take up to a year to build.
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